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I.  GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
Graduate study for the M.A. in Latin American Studies is an intellectually challenging experience.  
Students will find that they derive the maximum benefit from their efforts when they take the 
initiative.  This means not only keeping abreast of program requirements and deadlines, but also 
exploring intellectual opportunities within CLAS, the University, and the greater Washington 
community.  The material in this Handbook is intended to explain the specific requirements and 
expectations of the M.A. program in Latin American Studies.  It is meant to complement and 
clarify the requirements set out in the Graduate Catalogue and the Graduate School Bulletin, 
and does not in any way supersede them. 
 
Georgetown UniversityÕs Center for Latin American Studies offers a multi-disciplinary Master of 
Arts in Latin American Studies.  Students must take a minimum of 36 hours of coursework or 33 
hours plus a thesis in order to qualify for the M.A.  Coursework for the M.A. includes four core 
courses (12 credits), five or six concentration courses (15-18 credits), and one or two electives (3-
6 credits) for a total of twelve courses (36 credits).  Students who follow the thesis option take one 
fewer concentration course. All students are also required to take not-for-credit research modules 
relevant to their concentration, as described below.  In addition to the coursework requirement, 
students must also prove their proficiency in English and in Spanish or Portuguese and pass a 
comprehensive examination.  All coursework must be chosen in consultation with a faculty 
advisor.  
 
Within the multi-disciplinary M.A., all students will select an area of concentration.  Students may 
elect a disciplinary concentration in government, political economy, history, or literature or a bi-
disciplinary concentration by completing six courses, three from any two of the following 
disciplines: anthropology, political economy, government, history, literature, and sociology. 
Alternatively, in very special cases and with the consent of the M.A. Program Director and the 
Associate Director for Academic Affairs, students may elect an interdisciplinary concentration of 
five or six courses in consultation with a faculty mentor.  In conjunction with the Karl F. 
Landegger Program, the option of pursuing an honors concentration in International Business 
Diplomacy is also available to qualified students.  Students should determine their specific 
program of study and area of concentration after a review of the appropriate literature and course 
offerings and in consultation with the faculty advisor.  Any questions about degree requirements 
should be discussed with the faculty advisor, the M.A. Program Director, or the Associate Director 
for Academic Affairs. 
 
While students are encouraged to pursue the program full-time, they may choose part-time status.  
Most full-time students take three classes (9 credit hours) per semester, which is considered full-
time for all enrollment purposes, including financial aid.  Students who wish to take four courses 
(12 credits hours) will be charged the full tuition rate.  While taking more than four classes per 
semester is not usually academically advisable, it should be noted that, with permission, students 
may take additional courses at no additional charge when paying full-time tuition (12 credits).  
The majority of students take at least two years to complete the M.A. degree.  However, it is 
possible for full-time students who take two classes during the summer following their first year of 
study, to complete all degree requirements in a year and a half. Students are allowed a maximum 
of three years from matriculation to complete all requirements for the degree.  
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A. Two Year Program*  
Year One Fall: Spring: 
 LASP-501, Origins and Transformations LASP-502, Culture and Power 
 LASP-503, States and Societies LASP-504, Political Economy 
 Concentration or Elective Concentration or Elective 
  

Year Two Fall: Spring: 
 Concentration Concentration or Elective 
 Concentration Concentration or Elective 
 Concentration Comprehensive Examination 
 Concentration or Elective 
 

B. Two Year Program* with Thesis* *  
Year One Fall: Spring: 
 LASP-501, Origins and Transformations LASP-502, Culture and Power 
 LASP-503, States and Societies LASP-504, Political Economy 
 Concentration or Elective Concentration or Elective 
 Concentration Concentration 
 

[Summer Field Work on Thesis] 
 
Year Two Fall: Spring: 
 Concentration Thesis* *  
 Concentration Comprehensive Examination 
 Concentration 
 

C. Fifteen Month Accelerated Program*** 
Year One Fall: Spring: 
 LASP-501, Origins and Transformations LASP-502, Culture and Power 
 LASP-503, States and Societies LASP-504, Political Economy 
 Concentration Concentration 
 Concentration Concentration 
Summer in Latin America 
Elective or Concentration 
Elective or Concentration 
 

Year Two Fall: 
  Elective of Concentration 
  Concentration 
  Comprehensive Examination 
 

*  Students pursuing the two-year program who choose to study abroad during the middle summer 
will normally take three courses per semester during their first year, and four courses plus the 
comprehensive examination in the second year. 

** See section “The Thesis Option” in this handbook for details and requirements for thesis writers. 
Students are advised to begin their theses as early as possible.  Students often continue to revise 
the thesis into the summer term and finish the degree when a revised thesis has been approved by 
the thesis mentor, CLAS, and the Graduate School. Students are strongly discouraged from 
attempting to take comprehensive exams and finish their theses in the same semester, except where 
research and writing is well advanced..  

* * *  Thesis option strongly discouraged. 
Note: All Programs assume completion of not-for-credit Research Modules throughout the program.  
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II.  ADVISING 
 
The M.A. Program Director, in cooperation with the Associate Director for Academic Affairs, 
advises all entering first-year students.  As soon as possible, but certainly before the beginning of 
the student's second year, the student will select a faculty advisor within the studentÕs area of 
concentration.  After obtaining agreement from the new advisor, or any time a change in the 
studentÕs faculty advisor has occurred, students should notify the Associate Director for Academic 
Affairs. Faculty advisors will discuss issues and topics that are central to a studentÕs area of 
specialization with him/her and will help the student to identify gaps in his or her academic 
background.  The advisor may also suggest ways to address academic and professional needs 
through the CLAS curriculum, help the student to decide on the structure of his/her graduate 
program, and offer advice on such matters as preparing for the comprehensive exam.  Having such 
an advisor with whom students can establish a comfortable professional, academic, and 
intellectual relationship will provide students continuity during their two-year program, as well as 
a source of references before and after graduation.  Students must also consult with their advisor 
about their course of study, and all registration materials must be signed by the advisor and by the 
Associate Director for Academic Affairs. 
 
CLAS graduate students are expected to adhere to the academic regulations listed on the Graduate 
SchoolÕs web page at http://grad.georgetown.edu/pages/reg_3.cfm.  Students who have questions 
about academic performance standards, transfer of credits, time limits for degree completion, 
registration and leaves of absence should first consult the Graduate SchoolÕs academic regulations 
and this handbook.  
 
The CLAS M.A. Program Director, the Associate Director for Academic Affairs, and the faculty 
advisors are available to graduate students with concerns about their academic program or about 
graduate student life in general. Students are encouraged to keep close contact with them every 
semester. In most cases, these individuals can help to resolve problems or misunderstandings that 
may arise. Consultation is entirely voluntary, and is not meant to preclude or replace existing 
grievance and/or appeal procedures within the University. 
 
III. DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
 
All coursework for the M.A. must be at the graduate level (i.e. courses numbered 350 or higher).  
Students must have at least a ÒBÓ (3.0) average by the end of their first academic year and must 
maintain that average through the end of their academic program. 
 
 A.  CORE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Each of the four core courses is interdisciplinary.  These courses examine Latin America in 
hemispheric, transatlantic, and/or global context, seeking to understand the commonalities and 
diversities encompassed in the concept of Latin America.  The courses include Latin American 
voices and address issues of social justice. 
 
LASP-501 Latin American Origins and Transformations: Explores social, cultural, political, and 
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economic developments from pre-Hispanic times, through the era of European rule, the struggles 
to create national societies, and into the twentieth-century. 
 
LASP-502 Culture and Power in Latin America: Explores the changing and contested 
constructions of identities and belief systems among the diverse peoples of Latin America.  
Emphasis is on the linked ways that power constitutes culture and that cultures construct powers.  
Focus on texts that may be literary, popular, oral, film, etc. 
 
LASP-503 States and Societies in Latin America: Examines relations between political and 
governmental structures and changing social and cultural formations.  Historical roots will be 
considered, but focus is on twentieth-century and contemporary developments.  
 
LASP-504 Political Economy of Latin America: Explores the interplay between economics and 
politics in Latin America, focusing on production, profit, exchange, distribution, and welfare and 
their relations with political power.  Analyzes market-centered models and policies, along with 
alternative statist experiments and proposals, with the goal of understanding the political economy 
debates that help shape the political and economic structures of the region. 
 

B. THE RESEARCH MODULES 
 
Beginning in the Academic Year 2006-07, CLAS will offer not-for-credit Ôresearch modulesÕ 
designed to offer research, writing and methods training to graduate students pursuing the M.A. in 
Latin American Studies. During their tenure in CLAS all students are required to complete at least 
five not-for-credit research modules. The variety of modules a student takes will be decided by the 
student in consultation with his/her advisor, the M.A. Program Director, and the Associate 
Director for Academic Affairs. The first module, The Basics of Writing, Research and 
Bibliographic Resources, is mandatory for all incoming students and will be taught at the 
beginning of the fall semester.  The content and dates for the remaining modules will be 
announced by the Associate Director for Academic Affairs early each semester. In addition to 
CLAS research modules, all students are encouraged to take methods courses offered in their 
areas of concentration in other departments at Georgetown University or through the consortium 
of Washington area universities (See Section IV of this Handbook).  
 

C.  CONCENTRATION COURSEWORK 
 
There are various concentrations available to the student of Latin America at Georgetown, 
including disciplinary concentrations, bi-disciplinary concentrations, and interdisciplinary 
concentrations. Concentration coursework should include as many graduate courses as possible 
numbered 500 and above.  Students are strongly advised to declare their concentration to the 
Associate Director for Academic Affairs by the end of their first year of study. 
 
  1. CLAS DISCIPLINARY CONCENTRATIONS 
 
Disciplinary concentrations consist of six courses and may be completed in Political Economy, 
Government, History, or Literature.  Disciplinary concentration requirements are as follows: 
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Political Economy: Six graduate courses in Political Economy including at least four focused on 
Latin America. Graduate courses in economics* would also be considered. 
 
Government: Six graduate courses in government focused on Latin America.  
 
History: Six graduate courses focused on Latin America.  At least two will be advanced graduate 
classes numbered 500 and above. 
 
Literature: Six graduate courses in Latin American literature.  
 
*Important: With the exception of the required core class in political economy (LASP 504), all 
CLAS economics courses are taught on the assumption that students have a sufficient background 
in microeconomics and macroeconomics.  For students planning to concentrate in an area 
requiring a background in economics (such as economics, government, or political economy), 
prerequisite courses in microeconomics and macroeconomics are required. Students without such 
a background should strongly consider taking LASP 512, Economics for Latin American Studies, 
which provides an overview of economic principles and theories relevant to Latin American 
Studies. Students wishing to enroll in a graduate-level economics class must submit a transcript to 
the Associate Director for Academic Affairs documenting completion of previous economics 
classes with a grade of ÒCÓ or better.  Any outstanding economics prerequisite courses may be 
taken either for a letter grade or on a pass/fail basis with the permission of CLAS; they may not be 
audited.  At Georgetown, a ÒpassÓ is equivalent to a letter grade of ÒAÓ to ÒCÓ; a ÒfailÓ is anything 
lower.  
 

2. BI-DISCIPLINARY CONCENTRATIONS 
 
Bi-disciplinary concentrations require three graduate courses in each of two disciplines, selected 
from among the following: Anthropology, Political Economy, Government, History, Literature, 
and Sociology.  
 

3. INTERDISCIPLINARY CONCENTRATIONS 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to remain within the four CLAS disciplinary or the bi-
disciplinary concentrations described above. However, in very special cases, interdisciplinary 
concentrations may be selected by the student in consultation with a faculty mentor.  They must be 
in a field whose span includes a minimum of five graduate courses, at least four focused directly 
on Latin America, and must include two at the advanced level (numbered above 500).  Proposals 
for interdisciplinary concentrations must demonstrate the availability of the necessary courses 
focused on Latin America at Georgetown, with support from the Washington Area Consortium of 
Universities.  Written proposals for such concentrations should be submitted to both the M.A. 
Program Director and the Associate Director for Academic Affairs for review and approval by the 
end of the first year of study.  Final proposals, signed by the student, the M.A. Program Director, 
and the faculty advisor must be submitted to the Associate Director for Academic Affairs for the 
permanent record. 
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4. THE HONORS CONCENTRATION IN INTERNATIONAL 
   BUSINESS DIPLOMACY 
 
In conjunction with the Karl F. Landegger Program, qualified CLAS students may elect to pursue 
the honors concentration in International Business Diplomacy (IBD).  The primary mission of the 
Landegger Program is to train students for work at the intersection of international public and 
private sector activities.  The curriculum integrates studies of international relations, public policy 
and foreign languages with basic training in finance, accounting, marketing, management, 
corporate strategy, and business-government relations.  Those interested in more information 
should consult the programÕs web page at www.georgetown.edu/sfs/ibd.  
 
Students interested in pursuing this option should take one of the IBD gateway courses during 
their first semester.  A complete list of the gateway courses is available on the IBD website at 
www.georgetown.edu/sfs/ibd.  While they may take other classes towards the IBD Certificate 
during the first semester with permission from the Associate Director for Academic Affairs this is 
not recommended.  Students who wish to do so must submit, in writing, a description of the Latin 
America-related work to be done in each additional IBD course so that a determination can be 
made as to whether those classes will subsequently count for the appropriate M.A. concentration 
should the student not be admitted as a candidate into the IBD program. 
 
Students receiving an A or A- in one of the gateway courses may continue with the IBD 
Certificate.  Students must take the compulsory Business, Accounting and Finance course (ACCT-
390) or the equivalent course in applied accounting and finance offered through the MBA program 
(students access this course through IBD), and students must maintain a 3.5 average in order to 
receive the IBD Certificate.  Final determination on eligibility for the Certificate is made at the 
end of the studentÕs last semester of coursework, when the IBD program calculates the studentÕs 
average in the six IBD Certificate courses that s/he took.  If the student does not receive the IBD 
Certificate, s/he will be considered as having completed a concentration in IBD. 
 
If the student does not achieve an A- or better in the gateway course and is thus not accepted into 
the IBD program, students should meet with their faculty advisor to discuss the applicability of the 
course to the electives or concentration within the M.A. in Latin American Studies.  In this case, 
the student typically follows the Political Economy concentration. 
 
 D.  THE THESIS OPTION 
 
For students who choose this option, the thesis shall become the central element of their graduate 
education. The distinguishing characteristic of a graduate thesis is that it should make a significant 
contribution to knowledge in the chosen concentration. 
 
A thesis is not a term paper. The M.A. thesis should be the outcome of original research. Research 
is a serious enterprise that goes well beyond collecting information in the library (secondary 
sources), synthesizing information, and then using it to validate or refute a hypothesis or answer a 
research question. Thesis research is a rigorous process that requires time, extensive data 
collection, original thinking, and analytical sophistication. Theses evaluators, understanding the 
rigidity of research and the importance of knowledge production, will be looking for the 
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following:  
• What is the research question? Is it a good question? 
• Has the question been properly answered?  
• Has the thesis made an important contribution to knowledge?  

 
In addition, theses are evaluated on their organization, clarity, logic, and sense of evidence, as well 
as imagination and original thinking. For this reason, students who consider this option are 
advised to begin the process as early as possible. This process shall be discussed and agreed upon 
with the faculty advisor.  
 
Thesis writers are strongly discouraged from attempting to complete the thesis and take the 
comprehensive exam during the same semester (see section on comprehensive exams in this 
handbook), unless thesis work is almost complete at the beginning of the semester. To date in the 
M.A. Program in Latin American Studies, most successful thesis writers have taken over 2 years 
to complete their degree.  
 
The thesis option is strongly recommended to M.A. candidates with a background in research 
methodology and/or candidates who plan to move on to Ph.D. programs after the M.A. in Latin 
American Studies. Others must consult with the CLAS M.A. Program Director, the Associate 
Director for Academic Affairs, and the faculty advisor during their first year in the Program to 
assess the feasibility of choosing this option. 
 
Requirements for thesis writers 
The thesis option requires students to complete the core coursework (12 credits) listed above, five 
or six courses (15-18 credits) in their chosen concentration, and one or two electives (3-6 credits) 
for a total of 11 courses (33 credits).  These students write a thesis related to their area of 
concentration instead of enrolling in an additional concentration course. In addition, students 
wanting to pursue a thesis option need to demonstrate academic excellence in the M.A., measured 
in part by a 3.67 GPA (A minus) during the first year of coursework. Exceptions to this rule will 
be considered only if they are supported by the studentÕs first reader and main advisor, the second 
reader, and the M.A. Program Director.  
 
Those M.A. candidates who are considering writing a thesis should carefully review the guidelines 
set forth below and should also obtain the ÒGuidelines for Dissertation/Thesis WritersÓ and all 
required thesis-related forms that are available on the Graduate SchoolÕs web site at 
www.georgetown.edu/grad/forms/current-forms.html.  These documents serve as the authoritative 
source on Graduate School procedure and format.  
 
Each M.A. candidate who writes a thesis must register for Thesis Research.  There are two forms 
of Thesis Research: 
 
• Regular Thesis Research (LASP-999-01) -- full-time, non-credit registration that defers 

student loans, gives students access to University resources and allows them to complete 
degree requirements (i.e., to sit for examinations and defend a thesis) while not enrolled in any 
coursework.  Students registered for this section will be certified by the Graduate School as 
enrolled full-time.  A registration fee is charged for this enrollment. 
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• Thesis Research with Coursework (LASP-999-03) -- for students who are in their final 
semester of coursework, and will write their thesis the following semester.  No tuition is 
charged, and no grade or credit is assigned for this course.  Students registered for this section 
will be certified by the Graduate School as enrolled full-time as long as they are registered in 
at least one other course.  

 
Students writing a thesis must arrange for a Thesis Advisor and Second Reader, and must secure 
approval of their thesis topic from the Thesis Advisor as well as from the CLAS M.A. Program 
Director prior to registering for Thesis Research.  Normally, the Advisor and Reader are full-time 
Georgetown faculty members.  However, non-Georgetown or adjunct faculty may be approved as 
second readers in cases where there is minimal institutional expertise in the student's topic area. 
Thesis writers are strongly encouraged to take full advantage of all the not-for-credit research 
modules offered by CLAS (See Section III.B of this Handbook). 
 
Thesis Timeline 
The following timeline should guide CLAS thesis-writers (Note: this applies to fall admits; spring 
admits should speak with the Associate Director for Academic Affairs and the M.A. Program 
Director before deciding to write a thesis). 
 
D.1 Timeline before fieldwork and/or completion of research 
 

a) Identify advisor and second reader. By the beginning of the second semester in the M.A. 
Program, thesis-writers must identify a thesis advisor and a second reader. They must 
begin discussions with advisor on thesis topic. Thesis-writers must seek help from thesis 
advisors in identifying a second reader. 

b) Look for funding. Potential funding sources need to be identified if the thesis topic 
requires travel/fieldwork. A good starting point is the Graduate SchoolÕs Student Research 
Support webpage at http://grad.georgetown.edu/pages/student_research.cfm 

c) Hand in thesis proposal to CLAS. By the last day of pre-registration during the second 
semester in the M.A. Program, thesis-writers must hand in a thesis proposal to the CLAS 
Associate Director for Academic Affairs. M.A. Candidates who fail to hand in the proposal 
by the specified date will not qualify to write a thesis. The proposal must be signed by the 
thesis advisor and second reader (a similar thesis proposal will be required by the Graduate 
School within the first month of the semester in which the M.A. candidate begins to write 
the thesis. See timeline for after fieldwork/research below). The proposal must be 10 pages 
long, it must be clearly and concisely written, and must reflect the studentÕs capacity to do 
original research. The proposal must include the following: 

c.1 Specific Aims: What is the crux of the proposal? What is the central question 
and/or hypothesis? Why is the proposed study worth undertaking? What new 
theoretical and/or empirical contributions would the study make? How do the specific 
aims connect with the central question of the study? 
c.2 Preliminary Literature Review and Significance: What is the current state of 
knowledge in the chosen field of study? What is the theoretical context of the study? 
What lacunae is the study trying to fill? 



 9 

c.3 Methodology:  How will the study be conducted and results analyzed? Why is the 
chosen methodology the best feasible one for the proposed study? What are the sources 
of the study and the techniques of analysis?  
c.4 Preliminary Bibliography 
c.5 Relevant Appendices 
  

d) Data Collection.  Data should be collected during the first summer in the M.A. Program. 
Data analysis shall begin towards the end of the summer.  

e) Obtaining IRB Approval. Thesis writers conducting research involving human subjects 
must apply for Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval before beginning their work. As 
indicated by Georgetown UniversityÕs Office of Regulatory Affairs, the IRB for social and 
behavioral science Òhas the responsibility of reviewing proposed research projects to 
ensure that the privacy and welfare of the research participants are adequately protected. 
All faculty and students engaged in such research should submit requests for IRB approval 
prior to beginning their work.Ó  More information about IRB can be obtained from 
http://ora.georgetown.edu/irb/ 

 
D.2 Timeline after research/fieldwork is completed 
 

a) Begin writing your thesis. In consultation with the thesis advisor, the M.A. Candidate 
must begin writing the thesis during the third semester in the Program.  

b) Within the first month of the semester that the M.A. candidate is writing the thesis, and 
based on the proposal previously submitted to CLAS, s/he must submit the Graduate 
SchoolÕs ÒThesis Proposal FormÓ available on the Graduate SchoolÕs webpage at 
http://grad.georgetown.edu/pages/current_student_forms.cfm.  The original signed form 
goes to the Graduate School; the thesis writer must give a copy of the proposal form to the 
CLAS Associate Director for Academic Affairs.  CLAS will keep this form to track the 
studentÕs progress toward meeting all thesis deadlines.  This form would also include a 
succinct statement of the problem (approximately one page), a bibliography (one to two 
pages), a review of related literature (one to two pages), a description of the procedure to 
be followed (one page), and an outline of probable chapter headings (approximately a half-
page; most theses contain three to four chapters).  The M.A. candidate will submit the form 
to the Graduate School. The form must be on file with the Graduate School before the 
student can defend the thesis.  

c) It is suggested that M.A. Candidates submit the thesis, in close-to-final form, to their 
Thesis Advisor and Second Reader at least five weeks before the designated due date so 
that the Advisor and Reader can begin to evaluate the thesis for defensibility.  If the thesis 
appears defensible, students will file the ÒThesis ReviewersÕ ReportÓ with the Graduate 
School and schedule their thesis defense.  The thesis defense is a one-hour oral exam given 
by the Advisor and the Second Reader during which the thesis is either approved or the 
student is asked to undertake further revisions.  The defense must take place no less than 
three weeks before the designated due date.  Following the successful defense, CLAS 
will submit the ÒThesis Examination and DefenseÓ ballot to the Graduate School.  The 
M.A. candidate will then have three weeks to make any corrections to the thesis that were 
suggested in the defense, and finalize the thesis for submission to the Graduate School.  
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(Please see the Graduate SchoolÕs ÒGuidelines for Dissertation/Thesis WritersÓ for stylistic 
and formatting requirements.) 

d) A final copy of the thesis, complete with all required revisions and signed by the thesis 
advisor, the second reader, and the M.A. Program Director or the Associate Director for 
Academic Affairs must be accepted by the Graduate School before the student can be 
cleared for graduation.  Gaining Graduate School acceptance of the thesis can be an 
arduous process, as the Graduate SchoolÕs formatting guidelines are extremely strict.  It is 
strongly suggested that the M.A. candidate schedule his/her meeting with the Graduate 
School to submit the thesis at least a week before the designated due date to leave ample 
time for corrections should the thesis be deemed unacceptable by the Graduate School at 
this first meeting.  

e) Students who have completed their coursework must continue to register for Thesis 
Research in each subsequent semester until (1) the thesis is satisfactorily completed and 
formally accepted by CLAS and the Graduate School and (2) the required thesis defense 
has been passed and the results officially reported to the Graduate School by CLAS.  
(Summer registration is not required unless a student sits for examinations or defends the 
thesis during the Summer term.)  After conditions (1) and (2) have been met, those 
students who still need to complete other degree requirements (such as the language 
proficiency exam, the comprehensive exam, or ÒIncompleteÓ courses) should register for 
Thesis Registration in subsequent semesters until the degree has been awarded.  Students 
should see the Graduate SchoolÕs website for exact dates and details regarding the 
application for graduation. 

f) The deadline to submit the thesis, in its final form, to the Graduate School will be the first 
day of the month in which the student hopes to graduate.  Graduate students may graduate 
in any month of the calendar year except June. 

g) Once again, students that choose the thesis option are strongly discouraged from 
attempting to complete both their theses and comprehensive exams during the same 
semester.   

 
 

E. COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION 
 
All students must pass the comprehensive exam in order to complete the program.  The purpose of 
the comprehensive examination is to allow the student to demonstrate his/her degree of mastery of 
general subject matter related to Latin America and in his/her chosen concentration, as well as a 
broad familiarity with the literature in his or her field of study.  Although coursework is valuable 
preparation for the comprehensive examination, it is not sufficient.  An examination committee 
composed of CLAS faculty members designs and evaluates the examination questions. 
 
The following are guidelines for the Comprehensive Examination: 
 
1. Comprehensive examinations are given twice a year, once in November and again in March.  

Students must register at the CLAS office (reconfirming their area of concentration) at the 
beginning of the semester in which they plan to take the exam.  Upon registration for the 
exam, students will receive the Examination Guidelines, a packet of study suggestions, the 
comprehensive examination from the previous semester, and an updated copy of the 
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suggested reading list. Students should make sure the Associate Director for Academic 
Affairs has the right concentration on file, which should have been declared by the end of the 
first year of study.  

2. The comprehensive examination from the previous semester should be used as a guide to help 
students become familiar with the types of questions posed on the comprehensive 
examination.  Specific exam format will differ from semester to semester; students should not 
assume that their exam will be designed and structured in the same way as the examination in 
the packet distributed by CLAS. 

3. Before a student may sit for the exam, s/he must have successfully completed at least 30 
credits of coursework and must have passed the language proficiency with a grade of good or 
better. 

4. An examination committee composed of CLAS faculty members will design and grade the 
examination questions. Important: please note that non-CLAS faculty do not have any input 
on the comprehensive exams. Students must keep this in mind if and when they plan to take 
courses outside of Georgetown University. 

5. The exam consists of two three-hour parts, the first of which covers the core disciplines of the 
program, and the second of which focuses on the studentÕs area of concentration.  The exam is 
generally administered from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. on a Saturday.  

6. The examination must be written in English; the only exception is the literature concentration 
section, which may be written in English, Portuguese, or Spanish. 

7. Students are expected to be familiar with and able to reference theories relating to, authors 
who have written on, and literature that explores examination topics. 

8. The Center for Latin American Studies does not organize preparatory classes for the 
comprehensive exam.  Students are encouraged to form their own multi-disciplinary study 
groups to discuss potential examination topics. 

9. In the case of failure, one retake is allowed.  It is possible to pass one section and not pass the 
other.  In these cases, the student is required to retake only the failed portion of the exam.  
Failure of the retake constitutes grounds for dismissal from the University. 

10. Students taking two courses during the semester in which they are taking their comprehensive 
examination may register for LASP 995 and be considered full-time students.  Students taking 
one course and the comprehensive examination are considered part-time students. 

11. A special session of the comprehensive examination is given in August only to students 
enrolled in the 5-year Cooperative Degree Program. Non 5-year students can petition to be 
considered for this special session only if they are pursuing the same concentration as those 5-
year students taking the summer exam. 

 
 F. SPANISH OR PORTUGUESE LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT 
 
  1. WRITTEN LANGUAGE PLACEMENT EXAMINATION  
 
All entering students, except those who have earned an undergraduate degree at an institution 
where the language of instruction was Spanish or Portuguese, are required to take a language 
placement examination.  The examination may be taken online through the Spanish DepartmentÕs 
website or on paper at the beginning of each semester (generally on the first day of registration).  
Students should check times and locations for the paper exam with the Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese upon their arrival at the University.  This examination is used to measure the student's 
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current language ability and is the first step in placement and determination of language 
preparedness.  Please note that students whose degrees were earned at an English-language 
institute but who studied abroad in a Spanish- or Portuguese-language institute or who majored in 
Spanish or Portuguese at an English-language institute are not exempt from the placement 
examination. 
 
The placement examination is graded numerically, with Ò7Ó being the highest mark.  Those 
students who receive a Ò7Ó on the written language placement examination and can demonstrate 
strong academic preparation will be certified by the Department of Spanish and Portuguese as 
Native Speakers.  This designation will be communicated to the Registrar and recorded on the 
studentÕs transcript.  Students certified as Native Speakers will automatically satisfy the CLAS 
program language proficiency requirement and will not be required to take any other language 
exam during their academic career with CLAS. 
 
Any student who does not receive the Native Speaker rating on the written language placement 
examination is required to take the oral language proficiency exam and pass with a good or better 
(see explanation below).  Those students receiving any score below a six on the written language 
placement examination will be required to complete all levels of instruction leading to and 
including Advanced Spanish or Portuguese I and II before being permitted to take the oral 
language proficiency examination.  Students may choose to work toward proficiency in either 
Spanish or Portuguese. 
   

2. ORAL LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION 
 
All CLAS students, except native speakers of Spanish or Portuguese (as determined by their 
placement exam or their earned undergraduate degree from an institution where the language of 
instruction was Spanish or Portuguese), are required to take the oral language proficiency exam.  
They may sit for the exam if they have placed beyond the Advanced II level of Spanish, or once 
they have taken classes beyond that level.  The oral language proficiency examination must be 
passed with a grade of good or better in order for students to receive the M.A.  This exam may be 
taken in Spanish or Portuguese.  The proficiency exam is administered in the fall and spring of 
each academic year (normally in November and April) by the Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese.  While notices to sign up for the exam and the dates of the exam are announced in 
CLAS Action and posted in the CLAS office, it is the studentÕs responsibility to contact the 
appropriate departments to familiarize him/herself with the registration process and determine 
sign-up and exam dates.  Students must register for the exam in advance; students who appear on 
the day of the exam without having registered are not eligible to take the exam.  
 
The oral language proficiency examination in Portuguese or Spanish is conducted entirely in the 
language being tested.  The candidate will be given an article taken from a recent issue of a 
Hispanic newspaper or magazine, and allowed fifteen minutes to read it.  The candidate will then 
be asked questions about the article by two examiners; subsequent discussion will address other 
Latin America-related topics based on a list of themes.  The candidate will be expected to sustain 
the conversation.  This portion of the exam will last 15-20 minutes.  The list of themes for the 
Spanish examination is available from the Spanish Department.  On the list are noted the texts 
used in the Advanced Spanish I and II courses.  
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The rating scale consists of the following: poor, fair, good, very good, and excellent.  Candidates 
will be judged on their ability to sustain a conversation on topics of international affairs, relating 
specifically to the Hispanic world, employing a wide range of vocabulary, correct grammar, 
proper pronunciation and a professional level of language.  Specifically, the components examined 
include: reading comprehension, accent, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, professional vocabulary 
and knowledge of subject matter.  While content itself is not judged, content is the basis for 
conversations that are held, and as such, is an integral component of the exam.  A student who is 
not able to discuss topics due to lack of general knowledge will most likely not pass the exam.  It 
is the responsibility of the student to prepare for the proficiency exam.  
 
The proficiency exam must be passed before students may sit for the M.A. comprehensive 
examination.  Students are strongly encouraged to take the exam early in their M.A. career, 
allowing themselves ample time to concentrate on any possible language deficiencies and retake 
the exam, if necessary.  The exam can be taken more than once, but each retake will be approved 
only after additional extensive instruction and practice of the language in an approved program.  
Students who need to retake the exam must pay a $25 fee, payable in cash only, to the Spanish and 
Portuguese Department. 
 

3.  TAKING INTRODUCTORY, INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED  
               LANGUAGE CLASSES AT GEORGETOWN 
 
Graduate School students who need to develop foreign language skills in order to pass proficiency 
examinations or to pursue their research goal can enroll in Georgetown University language 
classes without charge. This policy does not apply to M.A. students who are required to enroll in 
language courses for credit as part of their graduate programÕs curriculum. Students who qualify 
should follow the following steps: 
1.  Register for the language course following regular registration procedures 
2. During the Add/Drop period, file an Add/Drop form to switch the registration from a for-

credit basis to an audit basis. 
3.  At the end of the Add/Drop period, the University Registrar will identify all graduate 

Students who are enrolled in a language on an audit basis, and will switch their registration in 
their language courses to a form on non-charge enrollment. 

Please note that this does not apply to English as a Foreign Language courses for international 
students.   
 
IV. CREDIT FOR ALTERNATIVE COURSES 
 
 A. COURSES FROM ANOTHER DEPARTMENT AT GEORGETOWN 
 
It may be possible to fulfill a concentration requirement using a course not appearing on the list of 
courses compiled and distributed by CLAS at the beginning of each semester.  Students wishing to 
utilize a non-listed course offered by another Georgetown academic department to fulfill an M.A. 
concentration requirement should first make sure that GSFS students are permitted to take the 
class.  Subsequently, they should consult with their faculty advisor regarding the applicability of 
the course to the degree program.  The faculty advisorÕs signature on the studentÕs advising form 
indicates approval of the course. 
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 B. CONSORTIUM COURSES  
 
Georgetown University's membership in a consortium of Washington area universities and 
colleges offers access to courses at excellent institutions including American University, Catholic 
University of America, Gallaudet University, George Mason University, the George Washington 
University, Howard University, Marymount University, Mount Vernon College, Trinity College, 
the University of the District of Columbia, and the University of Maryland College Park.  CLAS 
students can take up to three consortium courses (two if writing the thesis), provided that these 
courses are not available at Georgetown.  Students should also note that they must request pre-
approval from both CLAS and the Graduate School DeanÕs office for any courses taken outside of 
Georgetown before a decision is made to take a course at another university.  In addition, all 
courses must be pre-arranged at the receiving schoolÕs department prior to registration at 
Georgetown to assure a seat when classes begin.  
 
In order to register for these courses, students must obtain a consortium course card from the 
Georgetown Registrar, secure the appropriate signatures, and submit the card to the Georgetown 
Registrar.  A copy of this consortium course card is the studentÕs class admission card.  Should it 
be necessary, withdrawal from a consortium course must be done according to official procedures 
at Georgetown.  Please see more detailed guidelines in the front of the Schedule of Classes, on the 
Graduate SchoolÕs web site, or at the University RegistrarÕs Office. 
 
Important: Professors from consortium schools do not write CLAS comprehensive 
examination questions.  
 
 C. COURSES FROM ANOTHER (NON-CONSORTIUM) UNIVERSITY 
 
Some students come to Georgetown with graduate credit relevant to their program of study from 
other universities.  Please read the Graduate SchoolÕs academic regulations for the complete set of 
rules governing transfer of credits.  Any course that a student wishes to transfer in must have been 
a graduate level course taken at a fully accredited university, and the student must have received a 
grade of ÒBÓ or better in that course and the course must not have counted toward any other 
degree.  Any questions about the transfer of courses should be directed to the Graduate School or 
to the CLAS Associate Director for Academic Affairs. 
 
After a student has completed 9 hours of coursework toward his/her M.A. in Latin American 
Studies at Georgetown, s/he may petition the Graduate School to have courses taken at another 
university, that did not count toward another degree, transferred in to count toward the M.A. in 
Latin American Studies.  Since students will want to know in advance what courses are likely to 
transfer, they should discuss the issue with the CLAS M.A. Program Director in their first term to 
identify courses that would potentially transfer and the requirements that they would fulfill.   
 
The number of credits a student may transfer in to count toward the M.A. in Latin American 
Studies depends upon which curricular option the student has elected to pursue.  Students pursuing 
the Òcoursework optionÓ (36 credits of coursework) may transfer in three courses.  Students 
pursuing the Òthesis optionÓ (33 credits of coursework and a thesis) may transfer in two courses.   
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*Special Case: students in the Cooperative Degree program.  Through the cooperative degree 
program, Georgetown University accepts two courses (six credits) taken at the undergraduate 
institution towards the degree requirements for the Georgetown M.A. in Latin American Studies. 
These approved, upper-level Latin American Studies courses are determined in consultation with 
the Latin American Studies advisor at the undergraduate institution and the MA Program Director 
at Georgetown University. In addition, participating students normally spend the summer 
following their junior or senior year taking two courses (six credit hours) through the Georgetown 
Center for Latin American Studies' eight-week summer program in Santiago, Chile. In this 
manner, students may have completed four courses (12 credit hours) toward their Georgetown 
M.A. prior to enrolling n the Latin American Studies program. 
 
The procedure is as follows: 
1. The student should complete the Graduate SchoolÕs petition form requesting course 

transfer, documenting the courses s/he wishes to be considered for transfer credit and the 
requirements s/he wishes them to fulfill.  An official transcript (in a sealed envelope) from 
the institution at which the courses were taken as well as a syllabus for each course the 
student wishes to transfer should accompany the letter of petition.  For tutorials or research 
courses, a brief description of the literature covered and research carried out should 
accompany the petition.  Note that Georgetown operates on a semester system; if the 
requested transfer courses were taken on a quarter system, they will convert to semester 
credits at a ratio determined by the Graduate School. 

2. Submit the completed petition form to the CLAS M.A. Program Director who will consult 
with appropriate faculty to evaluate the courses on the basis of CLAS academic criteria and 
confirm that the courses fit smoothly in the studentÕs program of study.  Concentration or 
elective courses will most likely be easier to transfer in than core courses, as CLAS has 
specific content in mind for the core courses.  Given a positive determination, the 
Associate Director for Academic Affairs will forward the petition to the Graduate School, 
documenting the transfer credits and the requirements they fulfill.  Please note that the 
Graduate School makes the final decision on transfer credit and views CLASÕs support as a 
recommendation. 

 
V.  OTHER ACADEMIC REGULATIONS 
  
 A. INCOMPLETES 
 
The Center for Latin American Studies follows Graduate School regulations for completion of 
coursework.  Those regulations indicate that all coursework will be completed by the end of each 
semester.  Under special circumstances, an instructor may assign a student the grade of 
ÒIncompleteÓ (ÒIÓ), thus granting permission to delay submission of work.  All coursework for the 
course must be completed by the end of the subsequent semester; however, an instructor is not 
bound to grant an entire semester to complete this work.  Once the completed work has been 
submitted to the instructor, s/he must send a final grade to the Graduate School before the end of 
classes of that subsequent semester.  CLAS strongly discourages students from taking incomplete 
grades.  
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Applications for additional time beyond one semester may be submitted to the Graduate School on 
the appropriate form and should include the concurrence of the instructor, the justification for the 
request, and a favorable recommendation from the faculty advisor and the Associate Director for 
Academic Affairs.  Responsibility lies with the student to obtain a copy of the Graduate School's 
authorization.  Such a request will be considered only if received before the end of the semester 
following the one in which the course was given.  It is expected that the number of requests will 
be minimal; approval for such action will not be given routinely.  Should the request to extend the 
semester deadline not be granted, the student may be considered ineligible to register for further 
coursework. 
 
A student who does not complete work before the established deadline and who does not extend 
the time period through the channels mentioned above will not receive a grade or credit for the 
course.  The ÒIÓ (ÒIncompleteÓ) will remain permanently on the transcript.  
  
 B. OTHER FORMS OF REGISTRATION 
 
  1. LEAVES OF ABSENCE 
Students who find it necessary to interrupt their studies may apply in writing for a leave of 
absence to the Graduate School at least one week prior to regular registration for the semester in 
which the leave is to be taken.  Any student considering taking a leave of absence should read all 
relevant sections of the Graduate SchoolÕs academic regulations.  CLAS must approve the request 
for a leave, and students should discuss this option with the Associate Director for Academic 
Affairs and the faculty advisor prior to petitioning the Graduate School.  International students 
should consult with the Office of International Programs before requesting leave to ensure that 
their visa requirements will be satisfied.   
 
Only four semesters of leave are allowed in a degree program; up to two semesters of leave may 
be granted at any one time.  Leaves of absence will not be counted in determining how much time 
remains for a student to complete degree requirements, and no degree requirements can be 
completed during a leave of absence.  Extensions of leave must be requested before the end of the 
semester for which leave was originally granted.  Return to active status must be requested in 
writing 30 days before the expiration of the leave. 
 
  2. CONTINUOUS REGISTRATION 
 
Students pursuing the non-thesis option who have completed their coursework should register for 
Continuous Registration (LASP 991-01) during each semester that they are fulfilling non-
coursework degree requirements (i.e. studying for the CLAS Comprehensive Examination or the 
language proficiency examination).  A Continuous Registration fee is charged and the student is 
certified as enrolled part-time. 
 
Students taking two courses during the semester in which they are taking their comprehensive 
examination may register for LASP 995, Continuous Registration, and be considered full-time 
students. No fee is charged. 
 
 C. LANGUAGE POLICY 
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All written work for the Master of Arts in Latin American Studies must be completed in English. 
 
 D. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
As stated in the Graduate SchoolÕs academic regulations, students in the Graduate School are 
expected to maintain high standards of personal integrity in pursuit of their education.  Academic 
dishonesty in any form is a serious offense against the academic community.  Please note that it is 
a violation of academic integrity to misrepresent or misuse otherwise valid academic work.  For 
example, a paper submitted to satisfy the requirements of one course may not be submitted to 
satisfy a requirement of a second course without explicit permission of both professors.  The 
Graduate School does not consider ignorance of the rules to be a legitimate excuse.  Students 
found to have committed any such offense will be subject to academic penalties.  These include 
but are not limited to suspension or dismissal from the University and revocation of degrees 
already conferred.  Students should familiarize themselves with other infringements of academic 
integrity, which are listed on the Graduate SchoolÕs web site at 
http://grad.georgetown.edu/pages/reg_3.cfm. 
 

E. IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
 
During the past four years, federal immigration laws and regulations in the United States have 
been strengthened and are being vigorously enforced. They affect all international students and 
scholars at Georgetown University. Any changes in the academic program of international 
students (i.e. changes in course load, financial support levels, early graduation, extension of stay, 
etc.) must be reported, and in some cases approved, by the Office of International Programs (OIP) 
at Georgetown University. OIP, in turn, must report these changes immediately to the Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. Please be aware of these reporting obligations. Make sure to consult 
with the Associate Director for Academic Affairs or directly with OIP before attempting any 
changes to your academic program since they may jeopardize your immigration status. Failure to 
comply fully with federal regulations, for any reason whatsoever, could result in extremely harsh 
penalties for students and the University, including deportation. If you have any questions about 
the policy, please contact your international student advisor at OIP (202-687-5867).  
 
VI. SUMMER STUDY AT GEORGETOWN AND ABROAD 
 
 A. SUMMER STUDY AT GEORGETOWN 
 
Students may register to take classes or to carry out tutorials toward the M.A. in Latin American 
Studies during the summer through the School for Summer and Continuing Education (SSCE).  
While CLAS rarely offers courses at Georgetown during the summer, other University 
departments offer Latin America-related courses each summer.  There are generally two different 
five-week sessions of summer school, one running from early June to early July, and the second 
running from mid-July to mid-August.  Students may also register to take summer courses through 
the consortium, using a consortium course card and an SSCE application. 
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Students interested in doing summer coursework or tutorials should obtain an SSCE catalogue and 
application (an additional tutorial application form is required for those students interested in 
doing a tutorial) early in the spring semester and discuss this option with their faculty advisor 
during April pre-registration.  This way, they can effectively plan their summer study, and register 
for the appropriate classes for the subsequent fall semester.  All registration materials must be 
approved and signed by the faculty advisor, the CLAS Associate Director for Academic Affairs, 
and the Dean of the Graduate School.  Students may register for summer courses during April pre-
registration, or at the beginning of the summer session. 
 
Students who wish to register for either Thesis Research or Continuous Registration during the 
summer semester must register directly through the Graduate School.  All registration materials 
must be approved and signed by the CLAS Associate Director for Academic Affairs prior to 
submission to the Graduate School. 
 

B. INTERNATIONAL SUMMER STUDY 
 
Although not required, students are strongly urged to do some of their coursework in Latin 
America. The only study abroad program approved a priori for the M.A. in Latin American 
Studies is CLASÕs own Santiago Program (see below). Students wanting to receive graduate 
credits towards their M.A. from any other program, either a Georgetown-sponsored program or a 
program sponsored by another university, must speak with the M.A. Program Director and the 
Associate Director for Academic Affairs prior to enrolling. If a student decides to pursue a 
summer program without proper consultation, and wishes to have credits count towards the M.A., 
he/she must write a petition to the Associate Director for Academic Affairs after the summer 
program in question. Approval of credits would depend on several factors, but courses must meet 
the following basic criteria:  a) they need to be graduate level courses; the Associate Director for 
Academic Affairs would request a copy of the syllabus; b) the language of instruction should be 
that of the country where the program is held; and c) the academic content of the Program must be 
related to the studentÕs concentration and/or the goals of the CLAS M.A. 
 
Individual research projects abroad can also be arranged.  Some materials on study abroad 
programs are kept on file at the CLAS office and students are welcome to review this information.  
Although the Office of International Programs Overseas Studies Division primarily serves 
Georgetown's undergraduate population, their resource center in Poulton Hall may have some 
relevant materials. 
  
  1. CLAS SUMMER PROGRAM IN SANTIAGO, CHILE 
 
CLAS sponsors an eight-week summer program in Santiago, Chile, from June through August 
each year.  This graduate-level program is conducted entirely in Spanish and carries six graduate 
credits.  The course consists of modules encompassing Latin American politics, economics, 
culture, and history, which are taught by professors and practitioners from Santiago who are 
recognized experts in their fields. It also encompasses internships and site visits relevant to the 
program of study. While the program does not specifically arrange for either of these options, 
motivated students may find them a beneficial complement to the six-credit program.  CLAS M.A. 
students register for the summer six-credit module and are expected to complete all requirements 
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in Santiago.  Students who are interested in pursuing an independent internship or research project 
may explore these options after they are admitted to the summer program.  Because these are 
Georgetown courses, they will automatically appear on the studentÕs transcript.  No transfer 
procedures need to be followed. 
 
  2. OTHER INTERNATIONAL SUMMER STUDY 
 
For those students unable to participate in CLASÕs program in Santiago, CLAS recommends the 
six-week summer program offered by the Colegio de MŽxico in Mexico City.  While this program 
is not administered by Georgetown, CLAS has co-sponsored summer programs with the Colegio 
de MŽxico, and considers the quality and academic rigor of the program to be excellent.  Students 
who are interested in information and application materials for the Colegio de MŽxico summer 
program should contact Lorena Murillo S., Programa de Estudios sobre Estados Unidos y Canad‡, 
Centro de Estudios Internacionales, El Colegio de MŽxico, Camino al Ajusco 20, Col. Pedregal de 
Santa Teresa, 10740 MŽxico D.F.; tel (525) 5449 3000 ext. 3210; fax (525) 5645-0464; 
lmurillo@colmex.mx.  Final information on the Colegio de MŽxico summer programs is usually 
available by January or February.  Please note that the courses offered through the Colegio de 
MŽxico are two-credit courses; three courses must be taken in Mexico to complete the 
recommended six credits of coursework (the equivalent of two Georgetown classes).  Students 
who take courses through the Colegio de MŽxico should notify CLAS of their acceptance into the 
Colegio de MŽxico program and request pre-approval for the courses they plan to take during the 
summer.  Students should follow the Graduate SchoolÕs procedures to transfer these credits onto 
their Georgetown record.  
 
In addition to these options, students may take graduate courses at any university and apply to 
transfer them to their degree at Georgetown.  Students exercising this option should consult with 
their faculty advisor and the M.A. Program Director to secure approval for specific courses.  
Students should follow the Graduate SchoolÕs guidelines for the transfer of these credits. 
 
 C. FINANCING SUMMER STUDY 
 
CLAS may offer travel stipends to help defray the cost of travel to Chile.  In addition, SSCE offers 
limited scholarship assistance to students taking summer classes at Georgetown.  Applications for 
this assistance are generally due to SSCE in March.  Contact SSCE for more information and an 
application.  Should students with federal financial assistance find it difficult to pay for summer 
study, they should investigate the option of deferring payment for their summer courses with the 
Office of Student Financial Services.  (Also see section below on CLAS Summer Field 
Research/Travel Grants.) 
 
VII. INTERDISCIPLINARY/JOINT DEGREE PROGRAMS 
 
 
 A. JOINT M.A. IN LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES/PH.D. IN GOVERNMENT 
 
The joint M.A. in Latin American Studies/Ph.D. in Government allows exceptional students to 
pursue an accelerated course of study leading to the joint conferral of both the M.A. and the Ph.D. 
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upon completion of the requirements for both degrees.  Students interested in pursuing the joint 
M.A. in Latin American Studies/Ph.D. in Government must submit separate applications to each 
program.  Admission to the joint degree program is conditional upon acceptance into each of the 
degree programs.  While joint degree applicants normally submit both applications in advance of 
initiating their studies at Georgetown, Latin American Studies M.A. candidates who become 
interested in this option during the first or second year of their MasterÕs degree may also be 
eligible to participate in the joint degree program.  These students should speak directly with the 
Department of Government and the CLAS M.A. Program Director about the joint degree. A 
sample program of studies for the joint M.A. /Ph.D. in Government follows: 
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M.A. in Latin American Studies  Ph.D. in Government  

  Theory and Methods Requirements (21 credits) 
Latin American elective course 3 credits GOVT-507, Scope and Methods 3 credits 
(joint-degree students are required to fulf il l GOVT-505, Fundamentals of Political Theory  3 credits 
this requirement by taking either  a GOVT-508, Analysis of Political Data  3 credits 
Political Theory or Methods elective course, GOVT-509, Advanced Political Analysis 3 credits 
which would double count with one of the 
Government Department's Theory & 

Elective (Political Theory Graduate  
Level Course) 

3 credits 

Methods requirements)  Elective (Methods course other than Statistics) 3 credits 
  Elective (Political Theory or Methods course) 3 credits 
    
 Major Field:  Comparative Government (18 credits) 
3 Comparative Government courses in the 
Latin  American region 

9 credits GOVT-531, Methodology of Comparative 
Politics 

3 credits 

  GOVT-720, Comparative Field Seminar 3 credits 
LASP-503, States and Societies 3 credits   
  LASP-503, States and Societies 3 credits 
(Above 2 courses double count toward the Government  3 Comparative Government electives in the  
Department's Comparative Government major field    Latin American region 9 credits 
requirements)    
   
  Minor Field:  Latin American Studies (9 credits) 
3 Latin American Government courses 9 credits Courses taken for the M.A. in Latin American  
     Studies fulfill this requirement. 9 credits 
These courses double count toward the Government   
  Department's Latin American Studies minor field Latin American Studies exam satisfies Government  
  requirements     Department requirement for a minor field exam. 
    
LASP-501, Origins and Transformations 3 credits   
LASP-502, Culture and Power in Latin 
America 

3 credits These four courses are unique to the M.A. 

LASP-504, Political Economy of Latin 
America 

3 credits 
  

LASP-516, Latin American Economic 
Development 

3 credits 
  

Comprehensive Examination  Comprehensive Examinations  
CLAS administers exam for the minor f ield/M.A. Major Field Exam  
    
  Minor Field Exam:  Covered by the Comprehensive 
     Exam for the M.A. in Latin American Studies 
   
Language Requirement  Language Requirement  
Fluency in Spanish certified by CLAS.  Written proficiency/research competence in Spanish 
  Certif ied by CLAS  
  
36 credits are needed for the M.A. in Latin American 
Studies. 24 credits double count.  Therefore, students 

48 credits are needed for the Ph.D. in Government. Since 
24 credits taken for the M.A. can be applied toward this  

Must take 12 credits unique to the M.A. Total, students must take 24 credits unique to the Ph.D. 
   
Students in the Joint Program must take a minimum of 60 credits, with 24 credits double-counting toward both the 
M.A. and Ph.D. 
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B.           JOINT J.D./M.A. in LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES 

 
The Center for Latin American Studies, the Law Center, the Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences, and the School of Foreign Service offer a four-year joint degree program of international 
studies leading to the Juris Doctor (J.D.) and Master of Arts in Latin American Studies. This 
professionally oriented course of study is designed to integrate advanced work in area studies with 
a professional legal education.   More information about the joint degrees offered at the Law 
Center can be found at www.georgetown.edu/grad/prospective/admissions. 
 
Requirements 
 
In the joint degree, students undertake a four-year course of study comprising a minimum of 109 
credit hours (79 hours of Law Center courses and 30 hours of CLAS work).  Six hours from the 
Law Center satisfy Latin American Studies degree requirements and 6 hours of CLAS coursework 
will satisfy J.D. requirements, meaning joint students will fulfill the equivalent of 85 credits for 
the J.D. and 36 credits for the MA.  Candidates for this joint degree must satisfy the academic 
standards of the two programs: maintain a minimum B (3.0/4.0) average; demonstrate advanced 
foreign language ability through successful completion of a Spanish or Portuguese oral 
proficiency examination; and successfully complete the written comprehensive examination of the 
CLAS program.  All coursework must be chosen in close consultation with academic advisors in 
both programs; courses to be applied to both programs' requirements must be approved by both 
programs in advance.   
 
Curriculum Outline 
 

• 24 hours of Latin American Studies coursework, ordinarily taken in the first year of 
the joint program. 

• 6 hours of additional Latin American Studies coursework, in the second, third, and/or 
fourth years or during summer session. 

• 31 hours of the traditional first-year domestic law courses, ordinarily taken in the 
second year of the joint program. 

• 32 hours in further domestic law courses including Professional Responsibility and 
the legal writing requirement. These courses are distributed among the third and 
fourth years.  

• 16 hours in international law courses including 3 hours in the required course, 
International Law I: Introduction to International Law, and 13 hours in further 
international law courses, of which at least 6 hours should focus on Latin America. 
These courses are taken in the third and fourth years of the joint program; and 

• Residency Requirement (see JD Program Bulletin for more information). 
 
Admissions and Financial Aid 
 
Applicants must submit separate applications to both the Law Center and the Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences, meeting all requirements and paying fees for both. Students are eligible to 
apply for financial aid from Latin American Studies during the M.A. year and from the Law 
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Center during the three years in which they are primarily based on that campus.  To apply to the 
Law Center, visit www.law.georgetown.edu/admissions/index.html.   
 

Degrees/certificates awarded Degree Requirements 

-J.D. 
-MA  

-4 year program 
 
-109 credit hours (79 in law, 30 in LAS courses) 
 
-Meet all other requirements of both courses of study 
 

Typical Credit Distribution Curriculum/Course Requirements 

 

1st Year  24 MA Credits 
 
2nd Year               31 J.D. Credits 
 
3rd Year  24 J.D. Credits 
  3 M.A. Credits 
 
4th Year  24 J.D. Credits 
  3 M.A. Credits 
 
 
Totals: 
  79 J.D. credits 
  30 M.A. Credits 
  109 J.D./M.A. Total 
 

J.D. Credits: 79 
31 hrs   Required f irst-year law curriculum 
 
16 hrs   Elective J.D. courses (students encouraged to 

focus on courses related to their joint-degree). 6 
of these credits, focused on Latin America, 
satisfy M.A. requirements 

 
32 hrs   Additional J.D. courses, including Professional 

Responsibility, and the legal writing 
requirement in 3rd or 4th year 

 
M.A. Credits: 30 
 
12 hrs  four core LASP courses 
 
18 hrs               LASP concentration courses (6 of these hours    
                            also satisfy J.D. requirements) 
 
Non-credit requirements 
 
  comprehensive examination 
 
  oral language proficiency exam 
 

 
Questions about the administration of this joint degree should be addressed to Dominique Brown, 
Assistant Director for JD Academic Services (brownd2@law.georgetown.edu or 202-662-9352).  
For more information about Latin American law classes, please contact Professor Joseph Page 
(page@law.georgetown.edu or 202-662-9091). 
 
C. OTHER INTERDISCIPLINARY/JOINT DEGREE PROGRAMS 
 
CLAS offers two five-year joint programs to exceptional undergraduate students at Georgetown 
who wish to complete their undergraduate and Master of Arts degree in Latin American Studies 
within a five-year period. They are the joint BSFS/MA program and the joint BA/MA program 
with the Spanish and Portuguese Department. In addition, CLAS offers a five-year cooperative 
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degree program with fifteen colleges and universities in the United States. More information about 
these programs can be found at http://clas.georgetown.edu/joint.html.  Students interested in 
pursuing doctoral work with a concentration in Latin American Studies in the Departments of 
History or Spanish after completing the M.A. in Latin American Studies should speak directly 
with those departments and with the M.A. Program Director.  This should be done early in the 
studentÕs M.A. career so that the coursework taken toward the M.A. best prepares the student for 
his or her post-graduate studies.  
 
VIII.   FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIP ASSISTANCE 
 
 A. ACADEMIC YEAR UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
In addition to federal financial aid which is handled through the Office of Student Financial 
Services (Healy Building, 687-4547), limited merit-based scholarship assistance is available 
through the Center for Latin American Studies and the Graduate School.  These University 
scholarships are available to any CLAS M.A. candidate regardless of whether s/he has received 
previous funding from CLAS.  Applications for merit-based scholarship aid for a certain academic 
year, which indicate how many classes the student plans to take each semester of the academic 
year for which they are requesting scholarship assistance, must be submitted to the Associate 
Director for Academic Affairs in writing by the spring semester of the previous academic year.  
Scholarship awards are announced early in the summer for the following academic year.   
 
CLAS merit-based scholarships are not automatically renewed for the second year of the M.A. 
program.  Students who received program scholarship assistance in their first academic year and 
wish to be considered for scholarship aid during the second academic year must submit an 
application for scholarship aid to the CLAS office as outlined above.  Funding is limited.   
 
The CLAS Scholarship Guidelines outlined below are in addition to the Acceptance of Financial 
Assistance and Recipient Obligations guidelines distributed by the Graduate School.  Each student 
is responsible for complying with both sets of guidelines. 
 
• Students awarded a CLAS scholarship are expected to take a full course load (minimum three 

classes, nine credit hours, each semester). 
• Students awarded a CLAS scholarship should finish all semester course requirements within 

the semester; i.e., they may not ordinarily elect to take incompletes. 
• Should a student not use the entire scholarship award allotted for the first semester, the unused 

portion of the scholarship award reverts back to the Graduate School.  A student may request 
that the unused portion of his/her scholarship award be applied to spring semester tuition by 
submitting a written request to CLAS for consideration.  

• Students receiving scholarship aid must continue to excel academically throughout their 
Georgetown academic career. 

 
 B. FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND AREA STUDIES FELLOWSHIPS 
 
CLAS annually awards four FLAS fellowships to outstanding members of the Georgetown 
graduate school community. These awards include a full academic year tuition scholarship, plus a 
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$15,000 stipend. CLAS also awards two summer fellowships, which include a variable amount in 
a tuition scholarship and stipend. Applicants must intensively study a less-commonly taught 
language (with priority funding for the study of Portuguese) in order to qualify for this award. 
Only US citizens or permanent residents are eligible for these fellowships. As funding is 
dependent upon grants from the U.S. Department of Education, availability of funds may vary 
from year to year. Applications for FLAS awards must be submitted to CLAS in mid-March. 
 

C.  CLAS SUMMER FUNDING FOR THESIS RESEARCH & OTHER  
ACADEMIC UNDERTAKINGS 

 
Depending upon the availability of funds, CLAS may offer funding for academic projects 
undertaken during the summer.  The objective of these CLAS Field Research/Travel Grants is to 
make summer field research and other academic experiences available to graduate students to help 
them keep in touch with the regionÕs trends and dynamics, and to maintain or improve language 
and area skills.  Preference is given to projects and/or research for which the student will earn 
graduate credit toward the MasterÕs degree. 
 
CLAS Field Research/Travel Grants are intended to support research projects or other academic 
endeavors requiring limited time in the field (i.e. four to eight weeks).  Awards may be made for 
round-trip airfare to the country where the research will be done or may cover other expenses.  
Graduate students in Latin American Studies or a related field with a Latin American emphasis are 
encouraged to apply. Applications are due in mid- to late-April.  In order to apply, students will be 
required to submit a brief statement (one to two pages) describing the academic activity or 
research project to be carried out in Latin America during the summer, and the amount of funding 
requested.  
 

D. GRADUATE SCHOOL RESEARCH & CONFERENCE TRAVEL GRANTS 
 
The Graduate School supports the professional development of graduate students by providing 
Research and Conference Travel Grants to both masterÕs and doctoral students.  Research Travel 
Grants are available to students who are preparing a thesis in a masterÕs-only degree program, as 
well as to doctoral students. There is no set deadline. Applications are accepted and awards are 
announced on a rolling basis.  
 
Conference Travel Grants may be used toward travel and other expenses associated with 
attendance at a professional meeting, and may be requested in advance.  The amount of the 
individual grants will depend on the nature of the studentÕs participation and the location of the 
conference.  For 2007-2008, students who have received an official invitation to present a paper or 
to participate in a panel discussion will be eligible for grants of $500 for a conference to be held in 
the continental U.S. or Canada, or up to $1,000 for a conference to be held elsewhere.   
 
For 2007-2008, applications should be submitted to the Graduate School DeanÕs office by 5 p.m. 
on one the following dates: Monday, October 1, 2007; or Monday, January 8, 2008.  Applications 
must include the following materials: 
 
¥ official notice of the conference (e.g., a brochure, a printout of a website, etc.);   
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¥ a brief statement, no longer than one page, of the studentÕs interest in attending the 
conference, including a copy of any invitation the student has received to present a paper 
or participate in a panel discussion;  

¥ the amount of departmental support the home department will provide; 
¥ an outline of the student=s travel plans and a travel budget; and 
¥ one brief letter of recommendation from a faculty member, preferably the studentÕs thesis 

advisor or Director of Graduate Studies. This letter should be no longer than one page and 
should note the relevance of the conference to the studentÕs degree objective. 

 
Completed applications received by each deadline will be reviewed by a committee composed of  
two faculty members and the Treasurer of the Graduate Student Organization (GSO). 
 
For further information, visit http://grad.georgetown.edu/pages/conference_travel_grants.cfm or 
contact Jeff Connor-Linton, Acting Associate Dean of the Graduate School at 
connorlj@georgetown.edu or by phone at 202-687-6156. 
 
 E. OTHER FUNDS 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to seek outside scholarship and fellowship opportunities.  
Obtaining such outside funding shows that a student can compete with students from other 
universities, increasing his/her professional standing upon graduation.  Please refer to the CLAS 
website for assistance with your research for funding opportunities.  Possible funding sources 
include the Social Science Research Council, the Council for International Exchange of Scholars 
(the Fulbright program), American Council of Learned Societies, the U.S. Institute of Peace, and 
numerous foundations. 
 
Additional information is available from Student Financial Services and the Graduate School, as 
well as in the publications of the American Political Science Association.  Students might also 
contact the Center for International Affairs at Harvard University, the Center for International 
Studies at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the Center for International Security and 
Cooperation at Stanford University, the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington, DC, the Harriman Institute at Columbia University, and similar centers at Princeton 
University, University of Southern California, University of California Ð Los Angeles, and other 
universities.  Students are encouraged to work closely with a faculty member in framing and 
drafting their proposals.  Most fellowship applications are due in late fall or early winter; students 
should plan accordingly. 
 
International students may wish to investigate the possibility of funding from the Organization of 
American States (which offers graduate fellowships to citizens of OAS countries with 
undergraduate degrees), LASPAU (which offers money for Latin American students to study in 
the United States), Asociaci—n Panamericana de Instituciones de CrŽdito Educativo (APICE), and 
the International Education Finance Corporation. 
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IX.  CLAS RESOURCES, SERVICES AND COMMUNICATION 
 
 A. RESOURCES 
 
CLAS has many academic resources, including a collection of informational materials on study 
abroad programs, fellowships, and scholarships.  Students are reminded that these collections are 
by no means exhaustive, but do provide a good starting point.  CLAS maintains binders containing 
course syllabi from past semesters, allowing students to have more information about courses they 
are considering.  The CLAS library houses a collection of occasional papers from Georgetown and 
other universities, various books and monographs, and collections of journals and newsletters.  
Students are encouraged to review and utilize the materials in the CLAS library; however, the 
materials should not leave CLAS.  CLAS has a small lounge area with a student computer and 
wireless Internet capabilities where students are welcome to sit and study, have lunch, or meet 
with other students. 
 
 B. STUDENT MAILBOXES 
 
Student mailboxes are also located in CLAS.  All program information will be made available 
through these mailboxes.  Students should check their boxes every week; materials will not be 
mailed to home addresses after the first week of the semester.  Reflejos, the bi-annual Latin 
American Studies newsletter, as well as information on program requirements, academic 
deadlines, and upcoming events, are all placed in student mailboxes.  Students must keep their 
current address and phone number on file with CLAS so that CLAS may easily contact them 
regarding job opportunities, program activities, and curricular changes. 
 
 C. E-MAIL 
 
Each Georgetown student is automatically assigned an e-mail account based on the student's 
NetID@georgetown.edu.  These accounts, for which delivery preferences can be set to any 
address and for which remote access can be arranged, are extremely useful for students to contact 
CLAS personnel, professors, and other students.  They are also a rapid way for CLAS to contact 
students.  CLAS sends out its weekly publication, CLAS Action, as well as other informational e-
mails to all students for whom we have a current e-mail address on file.  Students should notify 
CLAS of their e-mail address at the beginning of the semester and check their e-mail often. 
 
 D. REFERENCES 
 
Students are welcome to request general letters of recommendation from the CLAS M.A. Program 
Director or from the Associate Director for Academic Affairs.  References from individual 
professors should be obtained independently. 
 
X. RESEARCH PROJECTS ASSOCIATED WITH CLAS 

 
 The Center and its affiliated faculty operate a research program focused around the themes of 1) 

democratic governability; 2) economic integration; 3) inter-American relations; and 4) culture and 
society.   Related research projects are supported through the generosity of foundations, non-
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governmental organizations, corporations, and U.S. government agencies such as the Ford 
Foundation, Hewlett Foundation, MacArthur Foundation, National Endowment for Democracy, 
Tinker Foundation, and Organization of American States.  In addition to research projects, the 
Center sponsors a program of international visiting scholars and visiting researchers, and 
disseminates their findings through a working paper series, among other things. These themes are 
woven through each of the following projects. Program websites can be accessed through the main 
CLAS page at http://clas.georgetown.edu. 

 
A. THE BRAZILIAN STUDIES PROGRAM 
 

Brazil, an emerging leader in South America, has increasingly played a preeminent international 
role within the Latin American and global contexts. The country also boasts complex 
interrelationships in its social and cultural life, and is famous for its rich forms of syncretic culture 
and its ethnic multiplicity. As such, Brazil offers valuable examples and insights for American 
academic theorizations of the multi-cultural nation with international responsibilities. 
 
Established in the fall of 2000, with financial support from Motorola, Alcoa, and the Coca Cola 
Foundation, the Brazilian Studies Program (BSP) aims to promote greater understanding in the 
United States of Brazil's history, society, politics, culture, economy, and ecology, as well as to 
strengthen the ties between the United States and Brazil.  The program has become a gathering 
place for Brazilians, North Americans, and others who seek to shape the debate and explore the 
questions relevant to Brazil's unique position in this ever-growing age of globalization. 
 
Through the presence of Brazilian scholars at Georgetown University and in Washington, D.C., a 
much-needed perspective on Brazil from a non-traditional Anglo-European vantage point 
emerges. Such a forum additionally contributes to fruitful dialogs and the initiation of 
collaborative research projects. The program looks to strengthen the caliber of the academic 
discourse in various disciplines connected to the study of Brazil, through regular course offerings 
on Brazilian issues.  
 
The BSP sponsors lectures, conferences, exhibitions, and other academic and cultural events; 
supports faculty research; advises students; and funds summer research grants for students and 
scholars from various disciplines related to Brazil.  The program occasionally hosts a Visiting 
Professor, generally a scholar from Brazil, who teaches one or two courses per semester and works 
closely with students interested in Brazil. The BSP also hosts visiting scholars and fellows and 
publishes an annual directory of associated faculty, professors, curators, administrators, and 
scholars with substantial interest in Brazil or related topics. 
 

B. THE COLOMBIA PROGRAM 
   
The Colombia Program was founded in 1998 with generous support of the United States Agency 
for International Development, which continues to fully sponsor the program. The central 
objective of the Colombia Program is to provide technical assistance based on applied research to 
the Colombian government to support efforts to deepen democracy and strengthen citizen security 
by focusing on responsibilities and public policy at sub-national levels of governance.  
The Colombia Program initially directed activities to a limited number of ColombiaÕs 32 
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departments (particularly south and western Colombia), but has increasingly been asked to assess 
challenges and support public policy initiatives in other Departments throughout the country. 
Program activities are implemented through three offices in Colombia (in Bogota, Cali and 
Medellin), and by monthly missions of the Washington-based staff.  
 
Current activities include: innovative research on lessons learned with public policy programs 
aiming at deepening democracy, enhancing citizen security, and promoting economic development 
at the local level; cooperation with national and decentralized government institutions to design 
and implement programs to strengthen the institutional capacity of city councils and departmental 
assemblies; assistance to national and decentralized government institutions for design and 
implementation of municipal crime and violence reduction programs; support for national and 
intermediate government and private sector strategies to consolidate integration of local and 
regional economic development policies; and analysis and assistance to strengthen the functions of 
departmental administrations is both a separate line of action and inherent to each of these 
program activity lines. 
  
In Washington, the program promotes a better understanding of ColombiaÕs challenges and 
solutions through publications, workshops and international seminars, and a graduate course on 
local government. More than fifteen CLAS student assistants have worked inside the Colombia 
Program since 1999 in order to support research, teaching workshops, and publications and the 
program continues to employ graduate students in research assistant positions. 
  

E. THE POLITICAL DATABASE OF THE AMERICAS 
 

The Political Database of the Americas (PDBA) is a non-governmental project of the Center for 
Latin American Studies at Georgetown University in association with the Department of 
Democratic and Political Affairs of the Organization of American States. Through its website, the 
PDBA centralizes, systematizes, and offers political-institutional information free of charge about 
all the countries of the American continent. The structure of the PDBA is based on the following 
thematic classification: Political Constitutions and Comparative Constitutional Studies, Executive 
Branch, Legislative Branch, Judicial Branch, Electoral Data and Systems, Political Parties, 
Decentralization and Local Governance Democracy, Security and Conflict Prevention, and Civil 
Society. The information is presented in an objective and independent manner, facilitating analysis 
and debate from a comparative perspective. The PDBA is one of the most preferred sources of 
political data on the Internet with more than 460,000 users taking advantage of this resource each 
month.  
 
The PDBA is currently working with the Colombia Program, the Department of Government and 
CLAS faculty on the continuous development of the Database, particularly the sections on 
Decentralization and Local Governance, Democracy, Security and Conflict Prevention and the 
forthcoming section on Democracy and Indigenous Peoples.  
  
The PDBA offers sponsored talks, presentations, and conferences on the Georgetown campus 
throughout the academic year. Recent events have included a conference on parliamentary and 
presidential systems, and another on indigenous peoples in Latin America.  
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F. VENEZUELA PROGRAMMING 
 

CLAS has received a generous endowment from Patricia and Gustavo Cisneros to fund public 
programs and scholarly exchange on topics relating to Venezuela. Thus far, this endowment 
funding has allowed CLAS to offer courses on Venezuela topics, host visting professors, fund 
research trips to Venezuela for Georgetown faculty and students, and provide assistance to 
Georgetown student organizations that have held activities related to Venezuela. These activities 
have included presentations by government officials such as Venezuelan Ambassador to the U.S. 
Bernardo Alvarez Herrera as well as academics and other representatives of Venezuelan cultural, 
political, social and economic life. 
 
Over the past four years, the Venezuela Program has convened three important meetings on 
campus. In February 2000, CLAS funded a conference entitled The New Venezuelan Constitution: 
A New Model for Latin America. The all-day conference included three panels: ÒThe Ch‡vez 
Program in the New Constitution,Ó ÒThe Impact of the New Constitution on the Venezuelan 
Political System,Ó and ÒA Panel Discussion on the New Constitution.Ó Presentations were given 
by members of the Venezuelan Constitutional Assembly and distinguished academics from 
Venezuela and the US. In June 2003, CLAS convened a group of Venezuela experts and 
policymakers to discuss the reality of Venezuelan politics and identify possible near and long-term 
scenarios for Venezuela. In April 2004, CLAS convened a two-day conference with academics 
and policy-makers from around the world that provided an in-depth analysis of this important 
South American country in terms of economic policy, politics, social development and foreign 
policy.  In Fall 2004, the Venezuela Program hosted the visit of Professor Steve Ellner of 
Universidad de Oriente. Dr. Ellner taught graduate seminars on Venezuelan democracy and labor 
movements in Latin America. In Fall 2005, the program hosted Dr. Ramon Espinasa, whom taught 
a class on energy, security and development in the Western Hemisphere.  Most recently, CLAS 
hosted Venezuelan expert Dr. Julia Buxton, who taught a course on Venezuela as well as one on 
the relationship between the US, Latin America, and the European Union. 
 
XI. CLAS OUTREACH PROGRAM  
 
The CLAS outreach program is a crucial component of CLAS activities, bringing academics, 
policymakers, and other individuals working on the important issues facing Latin America to the 
Georgetown campus.  Because of CLASÕs close ties with the academic community in Latin 
America, the outreach program also brings visiting scholars and researchers to campus, and places 
particular emphasis on providing a platform for Latin American scholars and policy makers who 
bring to the Washington community alternative views on critical issues of the day.  In a typical 
year, the Center sponsors some 100 activities of an academic or cultural nature.  This outreach 
component provides students with excellent opportunities to hear varying points of view and 
exposes them to issues that may not be explored in their classes.   
 

A       TITLE VI, NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTER  
 

As a recognition to past achievements and proposed future projects, the U.S. Department of 
Education awarded CLAS a Title VI grant, establishing it as a National Resource Center (NRC).   
The Center for Latin American Studies became a stand-alone comprehensive National Resource 
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Center and received Foreign Language Area Studies (FLAS) scholarships as part of the Title VI 
grant as well.   CLAS joins the Center for Contemporary Arab Studies and the Center for Eurasian, 
Russian and East European Studies to become the third National Resource Center at Georgetown 
University.  
 
What is a Title VI grant? 
 
The NRC Program makes awards to institutions of higher education for establishing or 
strengthening nationally-recognized foreign language and area or international studies centers or 
programs.  There are two types of NRCs, undergraduate and comprehensive centers which include 
undergraduate, graduate, and professional school components. An NRC is meant to provide 
outreach and serve as a consulting resource on a national, regional and local basis.  It is imperative 
for an NRC to have linkages with overseas institutions of higher education and other organizations 
that may contribute to the teaching and research of the Center.  Another requirement that CLAS 
had to fulfill to become an NRC was to maintain a specialized library collection (kept at Lauinger 
Library) and to employ scholars who are engaged in training and research related to the subject 
area of the Center. 
 
What is K-12 outreach about? 
 
Outreach is a very important component of the NRC grant.  For a National Resource Center to 
succeed there has to be an extensive and thorough outreach program.  The Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (authorized in 1970 as part of Title VI) mandates that funding be 
provided for educatorsÕ professional development, instructional materials, and resources to 
support educational programs. 
 
The Associate Director for Outreach and External Affairs promotes the CenterÕs new status as an 
NRC throughout the area schools.  It has been a great satisfaction to find out that there is immense 
interest on Latin America, which is an excellent component for a successful program.  The other 
component needed for CLAS to run a competitive outreach program is to have extensive 
participation from students and faculty.  One of the components of success for the NRC will be to 
have full cooperation on the part of CLAS students on the implementation of all its projects. 
Title VI is a four-year period grant and can be extended for many more periods depending on the 
institutionÕs proven success.  For CLAS, becoming an NRC has been a source of great pride and a 
reward for the many years of hard work that have placed our center amongst the top programs of 
its kind in the United States. 
 
It is important for CLAS to promote Latin America as a key area of study and collaborate with K-
12 educators to introduce a broader Latin American curriculum in their classroom.  All of this can 
only be achieved with the participation of faculty and the students who, as Professor Valenzuela 
says, "are the heart and soul of our program." 
 
Some services offered through our NRC will be consulting for K-12 educators (teachers will 
contact the outreach section to ask for assistance with their classes), bibliography, materials, and 
so on.  In return the NRC can provide them with expert advice from our students and faculty.  
Another important service we will be able to provide is a speaker bureau.  With this service some 
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of our faculty and students could go to the K-12 classrooms to give an expert view about Latin 
America.  We will also build an extensive database to include K-12 teachers with interest in all 
Latin America related activities. 

 
B. GEORGETOWN LATIN AMERICAN FORUM 

 
The Latin American Forum is a series devoted to scholarship and public affairs and is open to the 
Washington community.  The Forum brings together participants from the diplomatic world, the 
academic community, and the Washington policy world as well as Latin American political 
leaders and academics to discuss issues of mutual concern and importance. The semi-annual 
spring and fall fora are designed to provide opportunities for U.S. policy-makers and interested 
publics to learn the views of their Latin American counterparts. Heads of state, leaders of political 
parties, diplomats, and other distinguished guests have visited Georgetown to share their expertise 
with diverse audiences composed of students as well as members of the academic and policy-
making communities.  Presidents and former presidents, including Julio Maria Sanguinetti 
(Uruguay), Patricio Aylwin (Chile), Jean Bertrand Aristide (Haiti), Juan Carlos Wasmosy 
(Paraguay), Eduardo Frei (Chile), CŽsar Gaviria (Colombia), Oscar Arias, (Costa Rica), Pastrana, 
Uribe, Toledo, Toledo, Fernandez (DR), Sanchez de Lozada, Cardoso, Callejas (Honduras) and 
Fox have given forum keynote addresses in recent years. 
 
 C. BROWN BAG LECTURE SERIES 
 
The Brown Bag Lecture Series is a program of informal talks, primarily by visiting academics, 
Georgetown faculty, and Latin Americanists in the Washington professional community.  This 
informal gathering of students and faculty features a half-hour lecture followed by a 20-30 minute 
question and answer session.  These events are open to the broader University community.  Recent 
speakers have included Scott Mainwaring, David Stoll, Ricardo Sennes, Barbara Weinstein, 
Mariano Plotkin, JosŽ Luis Manzano, Mario Vargas Llosa, and Nora Lustig.  Discussions have 
focused on a wide range of issues, including narco-politics and the crisis of presidentialism in 
Colombia, the history of psychoanalysis in Argentina, U.S.-Brazilian relations, human rights in 
Guatemala, the intersection between politics and literature, and the success of poverty alleviation 
measures in Latin America.  This is an excellent opportunity to meet guest speakers and faculty in 
an informal setting to discuss ongoing research and current events.   
 
 D. DIPLOMATS SERIES  
 
This series is designed to bring Georgetown students closer to policy makers in Latin America.  It 
provides an intimate forum in which Latin American diplomats can discuss the political and 
economic agenda in their countries. Recent speakers have included: Argentine Ambassador Raœl 
Granillo Ocampo; Chilean Ambassador John Biehl del Rio; Colombian Ambassador Carlos Lleras 
de la Fuente; Ecuadoran Ambassador Edgar Ter‡n; Former Venezuelan Ambassador to the OAS 
Sebasti‡n Alegrett; Eduardo Stein, Foreign Relations Minister of Guatemala; and Venezuelan 
Ambassador Bernardo Alvarez Herrera.  
 

E.  VISITING PROFESSORS AND SCHOLARS 
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As part of its research program, CLAS welcomes visiting scholars undertaking research activities 
on many different themes. Over the past years CLAS has benefited from the presence of many 
distinguished scholars, such as: Dr. Pamela Starr, Professor of Political Economy and International 
Relations at the Instituto Tecnol—gico de Monterrey; Dr. Young C. Park, Won Kwang University 
in the Republic of Korea; Ms. Elizabeth Haworth, Coordinator at the Peruvian Women's Center 
ÒFlora TristanÓ; Dr. JosŽ Luis Manzano, former Minister of the Interior in Argentina; AndrŽs 
Allamand, leader on the Chilean political right; Dr. Eugenio Diaz Bonilla, formerly with the 
Embassy of Argentina in Washington, D.C.; Dr. Jaime Cardenas, Alberto Fuguet, Chilean author; 
Ms. Akiko Koyasu, of Sophia University in Japan, Carlos Castillo Peraza, Vittorio Corbo, Denise 
Dresser, Eliana Cardoso, Marcos Jank, Carlos Lins da Silva, Angel Flisfisch, Manuel Suarez Mir, 
Oscar Echeverria, Brian Latell and Luis Ratinoff.  On average, CLAS hosts five visiting 
researchers each year.  These scholars conduct independent research and often offer lectures to the 
Georgetown community.  In the 2007-2008 academic year, Adjuncts include Patricia Biermayr-
Jenzano, Katherine Bliss, Luigi Einaudi, Ram—n Espinasa, Lu’s Jacome, Barbara Kotschwar, 
Nader Nazmi, Hector Schamis, and Michael Shifter.  Visiting Scholars include Rene Arreaza, 
Vanessa Boanada, Roberto Brodsky, Nicolas Caputo, Marco Larizza, Ximena Medinaceli, Anne 
Morel, and Jose Sanchez-Fung.  
 
 
 F. WORKING PAPER SERIES 
 
CLAS publishes a series of occasional research papers by its faculty and visiting scholars. These 
papers are chosen consistent with the research program of the Center, with emphasis on themes of 
democratic governability and inter-American relations.  Papers have also been published 
concerning art and literature in the region, highlighting exceptional research on these topics 
accomplished at CLAS.  ÒStrategic Interests in the U.S. Mexican RelationshipÓ by David Mares, 
University of California, San Diego, was recently published in this series. 
 
 
XII. CLAS FACULTY  
 
Arturo Valenzuela, Ph.D., Columbia University. Director, Center for Latin American Studies and 
Professor of Government. Research interests include authoritarianism, democracy, political 
parties, and theories of development. 
 
Paul Almeida, Ph.D., Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania.  Assistant Professor, School 
of Business. Specializes in the relationship between knowledge development and the 
competitiveness of firms, high technology regions, and countries. 
 
John Bailey, Ph.D., University of Wisconsin. Professor of Government.  Specializes in Latin 
American comparative government. Research focus includes the Mexican political system, the 
effects of organized crime on domestic governability in Mexico and the U.S., and the effects of 
trade and economic integration on the dynamics of sub-regions in North America. 
 



 34 

Karen Breiner-Sanders, Ph.D., The George Washington University. Associate Professor of 
Spanish.  Teaches Hispanic film, high-level language courses, and seminars on violence and 
human rights in Latin America. 
 
Denise Brennan, Ph.D., Yale University.  Assistant Professor of Sociology and Anthropology.  
Interests include globalization, transnationalism, migration, gender, and community-based 
research. 
 
Héctor Campos, Ph.D., University of California, Los Angeles. Associate Professor of Spanish.  
Specializations include theoretical linguistics and Spanish linguistics.  
 
Adhip Chaudhuri, Ph.D., Columbia University. Assistant Professor of Economics.  Teaches 
international trade, multinational corporations, and macroeconomic principles and theory. 
 
Marc Chernick, Ph.D., Columbia University. Visiting Professor of Government.  Research 
interests include drug-trafficking, political violence, ethnic and ecological conflict and 
comparative peace processes, with a primary regional focus on Colombia and the other Andean 
nations.  
 
Shelton Davis, Ph.D., Harvard University. Adjunct Professor of Latin American Studies and 
Senior Fellow, CLAS.  Former Sector Manager in the Social Development Unit, Environmentally 
and Socially Sustainable Development, Latin America and Caribbean Region at the World Bank.  
Has written extensively on indigenous peoples, environment, and development issues in Latin 
America. 
 
Georgette Dorn, Ph.D., Georgetown University. Professorial Lecturer of History and Chief, 
Hispanic Division, Library of Congress. Research interests include ethnicity and culture in the 
Southern Cone, and the history of gender in Latin America. 
 
Estelle Irizarry, Ph.D., The George Washington University. Professor, Department of Spanish 
and Portuguese, and Editor of Hispania. Research interests are in the field of modern Hispanic 
literature and computerized literary analysis. 
 
Luis Jácome, Ph.D., Boston University. Adjunct Associate Professor of Latin American Studies. 
Former Governor of the Central Bank of Ecuador. Academic interests include monetary and 
exchange rate policy and financial crises, with a primary focus on Latin America.  
 
Charles Keely, Ph.D., Fordham University. Donald G. Herzberg Chair in International Migration. 
Research has focused on U.S. immigration policy and its demographic and labor force effects. 
 
Robin Ann King, Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin.  Visiting Assistant Professor of Latin 
American Studies; M.A. Program Director in the Center for Latin American Studies.  Specializes 
in international trade and finance. Research includes Mexican foreign debt policy and a study of 
the development and evolution of music markets in Latin America and of Latin American music 
worldwide.  
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Gwen Kirkpatrick, Ph.D, Princeton University. Professor, Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese. Specializes in modern Latin American literature, with a focus on poetry. 
 
John Kline, Ph.D., The George Washington University. Professor of International Business 
Diplomacy. Specializes in international business ethics. 
 
Barbara Kotschwar, Ph.D., School of Advanced International Studies. Adjunct Professor of 
Latin American Studies.  Peterson Institute for International Economics.  Research interests 
include political economy of Latin America; trade and economic integration in the Americas; and 
standards and technical barriers to trade. 
 
Erick Langer, Ph.D., Stanford University.  Professor, Department of History.  Research has 
focused on indigenous populations, trade, and the Andean region. 
 
Bryan McCann, Ph.D., Yale University.  Assistant Professor, Department of History. Research 
has focused on popular music, radio, and the emergence of a national popular culture in Brazil.  
Additional research interests include the crises of urbanization in Rio de Janeiro in the 1950s and 
the cultural history of eighteenth century Minas Gerais. 
 
Dennis McNamara, S.J., Ph.D., Harvard University. Professor, Department of Sociology. 
Primary areas of focus are the societies of Japan and South Korea; interest in the study of Brazil. 
 
Naomi H. Moniz, Ph.D., Harvard University. Associate Professor, Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese. Research interests include contemporary Brazilian literature, modernism and post-
modernism; gender and cultural studies. 
 
Theodore H. Moran, Ph.D., Harvard University. Director of the Landegger Program and 
Wallenberg Professor, International Business Diplomacy. Research interests include international 
corporate strategy, host government policies to enhance development, political risk analysis, 
nuclear strategy, and politics and economics of Latin America. 
 
Eusebio Mujal-León, Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Associate Professor, 
Department of Government. Research interests include transitions to democracy, political 
development, political parties, and European-Latin American relations. 
 
Barbara L. Mujica, Ph.D., New York University. Professor, Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese.  Specializes in Early Modern Spanish literature.  Has written extensively on 
mysticism, the pastoral novel, and seventeenth century theater. 
 
Ricardo Ortíz, Ph.D. University of California, Los Angeles.  Assistant Professor, Department of 
English.  Specializes in U.S.-Latino literature and culture, ÒAmŽricasÓ Studies, critical and cultural 
theory, cultural studies, intellectual history, gender and queer theory, and popular culture. 
 
Joseph A. Page, LL.B., Harvard University.  Professor of Law.  Specializes in Argentina and 
Brazil.  Specific projects have focused on Eva Per—n and topics of Brazilian nationality. 
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Joseph Palacios, Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley. Assistant Professor, Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology. Specializes in social theory, political culture, sociology of religion, 
and Latin American and Latino sociology. Current research includes the problems of values-
formation in public life due to the strict separation of religion and public life in modern Mexico. 
 
Joanne Rappaport, Ph.D., University of Illinois. Professor, Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese. Interests include ethnicity, historical anthropology, literacy, new social movements 
and Andean ethnography and ethnohistory.  
 
Verónica Salles-Reese, Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University. Associate Professor, Department of 
Spanish and Portuguese and Undergraduate Certificate Director, Center for Latin American 
Studies. Areas of specialization include colonial Latin American literature. Specific research has 
included work on the semiotics of Indian testaments in the central Andes during the seventeenth 
century. 
 
Vivaldo Santos, Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley. Professor, Department of Spanish and  
Portuguese. Interests include Brazilian literature and culture, Brazilian cinema and Brazilian 
popular music. 
 
Michael Shifter, M.A., Harvard University.  Adjunct Professor of Latin American Studies. Vice 
President for Policy, Inter-American Dialogue.  Focus includes democracy and human rights, 
multilateralism, drug policy, security issues, press freedom, and Colombian and Peruvian politics. 
 
Elizabeth Stephen, Ph.D. University of Texas at Austin.  Associate Professor of Demography.  
Specializes in the demography of infertility. Has also focused on the infertility industry and 
infertility in Western and Eastern Europe. 
 
John Tutino, Ph.D., University of Texas, Austin. Associate Professor and Chair, Department of 
History. Research includes integrating gender and culture into the study of Mexican communities 
and their participation in the larger process of national history. 
 
Thomas J. Walsh, Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley.  Associate Professor, Department of 
Spanish and Portuguese.  Interests include Spanish and Portuguese etymology, linguistic 
geography, formation of the Romance imperfect, future, and conditional tenses, evolution of 
Spanish abstract nouns, and romance verbs derived from an unrecorded Latin suffix. 
 
Timothy Wickham-Crowley, Ph.D., Cornell University. Associate Professor, Department  of 
Sociology and Anthropology. Research interests include Latin American guerilla movements and 
revolutions, and development and underdevelopment in the Americas since 1500.  
 
XIII. SELECTED WASHINGTON RESOURCES ON LATIN AMERICA 
  
In no other city can a student of Latin America find as many resources for research and study on 
the region as a whole as in Washington, DC.  In addition to area universities, students have access 
to dozens of international, governmental, and private organizations dealing with Latin America.  
CLAS students should take advantage of GeorgetownÕs Lauinger Library collection and the Latin 
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American Collection at GeorgetownÕs Woodstock Theological Center Library, as well as the 
resources listed below.  
 
American Enterprise Institute  
1150 17th Street, NW, Washington, DC  
(202) 862-5800 
 
Brazilian-American Cultural Institute  
4103 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC  
(202) 362-8334  
 
Center for Economic and Policy Research 
1611 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 400, Washington DC  
(202) 293-5380 
 
Human Rights Watch D.C. Office 
1630 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 500, Washington, DC  
(202) 612-4321 
 
Inter-American Development Bank   
1300 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC  
(202) 623-1000  
 
Inter-American Dialogue  
1211 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 510, Washington, DC  
(202) 822-9002  
 
Library of Congress Hispanic Division  
1st & Independence Streets, SE, Washington, DC  
(202) 707-5400  
 
Mexican Cultural Institute  
2829 16th St., NW, Washington, DC  
(202) 728-1628  
 
Organization of American States  
17th & Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC  
Information: (202) 458-3760; Columbus Memorial Library: (202) 458-6037  
 
Pan-American Health Organization 
525 23rd St. NW, Washington, DC 
(202) 974-3000 
 
The Smithsonian Institution  
1000 Jefferson Dr., SW, Washington, DC  
(202) 357-3030  
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U.S. Department of State Country Desks:  
Andean Affairs (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru & Venezuela): (202) 647-1715  
Brazilian Affairs: (202) 647-6541  
Caribbean Affairs (except Cuba): (202) 647-3210  
Central American Affairs (except Panama.): (202) 647-4010  
Cuban Affairs: (202) 647-9272  
Mexican Affairs: (202) 647-9894  
Panamanian Affairs: (202) 647-4982  
Southern Cone Affairs (Argentina, Chile, Paraguay & Uruguay): (202) 647-2407  
 
Washington Office on Latin America 
1630 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC  
(202) 797-2171 
 
Woodrow Wilson International Center 
One Woodrow Wilson Plaza, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 
(202) 691-4000 
 
World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction and Development)  
1818 H Street, NW, Washington, DC (202) 477-1234  
Bookstore: 701 18th Street, NW, Washington, DC (202) 473-2941  


